Site 41CD56 is an aboriginal site located on Crier Creek in northwestern Colorado County, Texas. Testing in October, 1983, revealed that moderate amounts of thermally altered chert/quartzite and lithic debitage were contained in sandy deposits varying from 20 to 110 cm in depth. Two burned rock accumulations, possibly disturbed hearths, were discovered; but no diagnostic tools or indicators of cultural affiliation were found.
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INTRODUCTION
Archaeological S i t e 41CD56 i n northwestern Colorado County (Fig. 1 ) was reported by M r . Daymond Crawford of t h e S t a t e Department of Highways and Public Transportation (SDHPT) Archaeology Section i n September, 1973, and was recommended f o r test excavations. Testing was conducted by M r . Glenn
T. Goode of t h e SDHPT Archaeology Section and f i v e members of t h e l o c a l SDHPT o f f i c e during t h e period October 4 through 7, 1983, i n accordance with t h e Procedures for the Protection of Historic and Cultural Properties (36 CFR, P a r t 800). The t e s t i n g o b j e c t i v e was t o determine e l i g i b i l i t y f o r nomination t o t h e National Register of H i s t o r i c Places a s prescribed by law. Thanks a r e extended t o D i s t r i c t 1 3 r e s i d e n t engineers Melvin B.
Bayless and George F. Gold f o r t h e i r cooperation, Ms. Alice Lenich and Messrs. Jim Isle, Albert Loehr, George Maxwell, and Hugo Richter were t h e a b l e f i e l d crew. They a r e t o be commended f o r t h e i r a s s i s t a n c e .
This Page Redacted Per THC Policy SITE DESCRIPTION Archaeological S i t e 41CD56 i s s i t u a t e d on t h e lower edge of a sandcapped h i l l near Crier Creek (Fig. 1 ) . The s i t e , d i s s e c t e d by S t a t e Highway 71, i s 4.7 km southeast of E l l i n g e r i n Colorado County. The a r e a of occupation i s a 40-meter wide band which p a r a l l e l s t h e creek, extending along a north-south a x i s beyond both fences of t h e 300-ft.
right-of-way (Fig. 2) .
The s i t e a r e a supports a dense growth of vegetation including s e v e r a l v a r i e t i e s of oak, hickory, e l m , hackberry, and cedar. A dense growth of g r a s s and weeds covers t h e area. The north right-of-way has been bulldozed, with t h e brush pushed i n t o a p i l e 100 meters long and 4 t o 6 meters wide. The c l e a r e d a r e a extends north beyond t h e right-of-way an a d d i t i o n a l 70 meters down i n t o t h e floodplain near t h e creek. This a r e a is grass-covered pastureland.
A 1-meter wide strip along t h e south right-of-way fence has a l s o been cleared. The new right-of-way on t h i s s i d e of t h e p r o j e c t i s only 20 meters.
Evidence of a b o r i g i n a l h a b i t a t i o n occurs on t h e s u r f a c e i n t h e form of burned rock fragments and l i t h i c debitage. These m a t e r i a l s a r e s c a t t e r e d a c r o s s an a r e a of some 40 meters width running e a s t t o w e s t , and extend beyond t h e north-south l i m i t s of t h e 300-ft. (91.4-meter) right-of-way.
The dense g r a s s cover obscures t h e c u l t u r a l m a t e r i a l , r a t h e r s c a n t over much of t h e s i t e , except near t h e right-of-way fences. A t 70 t o 80 cm depth, t h e matrix becomes s i l t y sand, l i g h t gray t o p a l e brown i n c o l o r , and i s s l i g h t l y more compact than t h e loamy sand. Small pebble c h e r t gravel is widely s c a t t e r e d through t h e matrix, becoming more abundant with g r e a t e r depth. Small pebbles i z e hematite concretions appear near t h e bottom of t h i s zone, cont i n u i n g i n t o and becoming more abundant i n t h e underlying zone.
This matrix ( a t 90 t o 120 cm) is a l s o s i l t y sand, and with s l i g h t l y g r e a t e r s i l t content is somewhat more compact. A s with t h e hematite concretions, t h e c h e r t g r a v e l becomes more abundant w i t h depth, and i n c r e a s e s t o medium pebble s i z e .
A l i g h t yellow-brown sandy clay occurs a t 120 cm and i s c u l t u r a l l y s t e r i l e . 
Profile of s o i l deposits at Site 41CD56.

EXCAVATION PROCEDURES
A single base line (east-west) grid was established near and parallel to the north right-of-way fence. A point 50 cm south of the north right-of-way at center line station 770+00 was designated W0/S0, and all excavation units were situated west and south of this point. The grid elevation datum (100 meters), established at W22/S9.8, was related to station 770+00 as well. Grid orientation was east of magnetic north.
Four 1 x 2 meter test units were spaced within the area of greatest surface indication and maximum deposit to provide an adequate sample (Fig. 4) . Determining the depth and character of the deposit, the extent of the site, and the affiliation of cultural materials were the testing obj ctives. Ten shovel tests were strategically placed in addition to the test units. All units were excavated to basal clay. The edge i s s t i l l t h i n and i s q u i t e s t r o n g . Minor edge b l u n t i n g and rounding i s p r e s e n t .
Specimen F
This secondary f l a k e ( l e n g t h , 4 2 m m ; width, 27 mm; t h i c k n e s s , 6 m m ) was produced by a s o f t hammer. I t h a s s t e e p , continuous chipping ( p o s s i b l e trimming) along one t h i n edge. Light edge rounding e x i s t s b u t f u n c t i o n , i f any, is unknown.
Specimen G
This t h i n , i n t e r i o r f l a k e ( l e n g t h , 4 6 m m ; width, 25 mm; t h i c k n e s s 4 mm), probably soft-hammer, has probable use-wear along one s h a r p edge. Modi-
f i c a t i o n e x i s t s a s continuous n i c k i n g , l i g h t rounding, and l i g h t p o l i s h .
Light c u t t i n g a c t i v i t i e s a r e i n d i c a t e d f o r t h i s p i e c e .
Specimen H The second method concerns reduction of a cobble into one primary tool.
This specimen i s a s m a l l c o r e ( l e n g t h ,
Usually, such a tool is some form of biface. Evidence of this method is unsubstantiated, unless the bifacial-edge "core" (Fig. 5H) is considered a tool. It is a possible "chopper." The three small final-stage biface fragments provide no clues regarding their origin. Their size is such that production by either method is possible. One point against the cobble-to-biface method is the total lack of early stage biface preforms or failures. Another is the relatively large size of some core fragments and flakes--easily large enough to produce small bifaces.
Although it appears that the major orientation of the lithic technology was quarrying/blank production--judged by the numbers of cores, large flakes, hammerstones, and lack of tools, this is not confidently proven with the limited artifact inventory.
Provenience and categories of artifacts from Test Units 2 and 4 are presented in Table 1 . This table was designed strictly for the limited artifact inventory of Site 41CD56, which is almost totally lithic debitage (99 %). Weight in kilograms of thermally altered chert and quartzite is also given.
The artifact samples from Test Units 2 and 4 are quite similar in all respects. The following discussion compares and combines the data of the two units. Length measurements in millimeters were recorded for flake debitage only. Averaging the samples, 21% of all flakes are larger than 30 mm; less than 3% are larger than 50 mm. Five percent of all flakes are primary cortex, and 17.3% are secondary, an average of 22.5% flakes with cortex. This flake group is closely tied to the Column 3 data, flakes larger than 30 mm. Many cortex flakes are relatively large--a substantial number of these are hard-hammer flakes.
All flakes were separated into hard-hammer, soft-hammer, and fragments on the basis of platform characteristics. No effort was made to further divide the hard-and soft-hammer categories; given the sample, no useful information would have resulted. The average of hard-hammer flakes for both units is 23.3%. Soft-hammer flakes, which vary in count by only 1%, average 27.3% of the sample. Flakes with platforms only slightly outnumber the flake fragments: 50.6% to 49.4%.
Nineteen cores and core fragments were recovered. There are some basic similarities among these, but no two are alike. Most had flakes removed multidirectionally, several bidirectionally, and one unidirectionally. Carefully controlled flake production was practiced at times; blade production was n o t apparent. No s p e c i f i c p a t t e r n s o f r e d u c t i o n can be discerned i n t h e sample. Deep n e g a t i v e removal s c a r s i n d i c a t e t h a t most i n i t i a l r e d u c t i o n / d e c o r t i c a t i o n was done w i t h hard hammers. Five p o s s i b l e hammerstones occurred i n t h e sample. These a r e a l l q u a r t z i t e cobbles, showing more o r less b a t t e r i n g on o p p o s i t e ends.
The n e a r e s t r a w m a t e r i a l source is C r i e r Creek. Pebble t o l a r g e cobbles i z e f l i n t g r a v e l is numerous i n t h e c r e e k bed. Abundant g r a v e l a l s o o u t c r o p s a c r o s s t h e h i l l west of t h e site.
Thermally a l t e r e d c h e r t and q u a r t z i t e was r e l a t i v e l y abundant, and occurred i n roughly e q u a l numbers i n Test U n i t s 2 and 4. Burned rock i s p r e s e n t throughout t h e d e p o s i t , widely s c a t t e r e d i n most l e v e l s . Overa l l i n c r e a s e i n burned rock o c c u r s i n Levels 4 through 8, w i t h two accumulations recorded i n Levels 5 and 6. and q u a r t z i t e cobbles were uncovered b u t t h e s e " features" lacked s t r u ct u r a l i n t e g r i t y . I f t h e s e were constructed h e a r t h s , considerable d i sturbance had destroyed any form o r p a t t e r n . Small, c l o s e l y s i t u a t e d groups o f rocks were p r e s e n t , with many more s c a t t e r e d about randomly.
No organic m a t e r i a l o r t o o l s were a s s o c i a t e d , thus t h e f u n c t i o n of
Features 1 and 2 remains uncertain.
Although a s i z a b l e amount of l i t h i c debitage e x i s t s a t t h e s i t e , t h i s
m a t e r i a l does n o t c o n t r i b u t e s i g n i f i c a n t l y t o t h e l o c a l p r e h i s t o r y .
The l a c k of t o o l s must be emphasized--less than 1% of t h e a r t i f a c t t o t a l a r e t o o l s and t o o l f a i l u r e s .
The s i t e a r e a exceeds t h e right-of-way l i m i t s n o r t h t o south and is 40 meters wide e a s t t o w e s t , b u t only a small a r e a of 6 meters by 30 meters along t h e n o r t h right-of-way h a s c u l t u r a l d e p o s i t s i n excess of 40 cm deep. Subsurface d i s t u r b a n c e i s extensive i n t h e upper 20 cm and extends t o g r e a t e r depths f r e q u e n t l y . Disturbance of unknown n a t u r e and age i n t h e deeper d e p o s i t s a f f e c t e d Features 1 and 2. S i t e 41CD56 i s judged a s having little p o t e n t i a l of making a meaningful c o n t r i b u t i o n t o Texas p r e h i s t o r y . The u n s t r a t i f i e d and c u l t u r a l l y undefined d e p o s i t , t h e absence of i n t a c t f e a t u r e s , and t h e absence of d i a g n o s t i c a r t i f a c t s argue a g a i n s t t h e s i g n i f i c a n c e of t h i s s i t e .
Therefore, S i t e 41CD56 is n o t recommended f o r f u r t h e r t e s t i n g and should n o t b e considered f o r i n c l u s i o n i n t h e National Register of H i s t o r i c Places.
